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their homes. The main peculiarity of Mohammad's
principles of inheritance is the definite institution of
an hereditary reserve of two-thirds, which the testator
cannot touch, and which devolves upon certain regular
heirs, or, in default, upon the state. The system
undoubtedly has its merits, and it has been not seldom
extolled above the European principle of free dis-
position ; but it may be doubted whether the wide
diffusion of property which it involves is, on the whole,
advantageous to the state, or has proved successful
even under the favourable conditions which certain
peculiarities of Eastern life supply.

The penal law of the Koran is extremely frag-
mentary. Murder is to be dealt with by the Arab
custom of vendetta: " retaliation is prescribed for
you for the slain, the free for the free, the slave for
the slave, the woman for the woman; yet for him
who is remitted aught by his brother shall be prosecu-
tion in reason, and payment in generosity." Acci-
dental homicide of a Muslim is to be compounded for
by the bloodwit and freeing a believing slave. In-
chastity in wives was to be punished by immuring the
woman until death should release her, " or God make
for her a way " ; but stoning both parties (according
to an authentic fragment not included in the ordinary
Koran) was afterwards ordained. Four witnesses are
required to prove a charge of this gravity. Slaves,
in consideration of their disabilities, are to receive
one-half the penalty of free women in strokes of the
whip. Thieves are punished by cutting off the hands.
This is practically all that Mohammad distinctly
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